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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
Lots going on! 

 
UC88 Lions Frank, Brian, and I had fun 
helping at Jackson Lions’ Dandelion 
Days. We “worked” at Pine Grove Civic 
Improvement Club’s Cotton Candy 
Booth. They are one of our 
Community Partners and have helped 
us out several times in the past. Yeah, we didn’t get 
rained on this year!  
 
MD4-A1’s Convention at Black Oak Resort/Casino in 
Tuolumne is a great way to meet other Lions and have a 
great time. This year’s theme is “All Things Disney.” I’m 
going as Frozen’s Elsa. If you are interested in going, let 
me know. 
 
Nancy, Terry, Frank, Brian, and I are reading 17 
applications and deciding which students will be given our 
two scholarships at the May 7th Awards Night, 6pm, 
Amador High School Gym. Frank will be the presenter.  

Ed Shaver Memorial Scholarship @ $800.00 
Joe Bonini Memorial Scholarship @ $800.00 

Thank you to Lion Nancy for heading this important 
position. If you can either come to this event or our 
meeting the same night, that would be great. If you can 
go, wear your vests and sit together – it’s a rewarding 
experience to be giving support to area students!  
 
As in the past, we’ve been involved in PGCIC’s Groovin’ in 
the Grove (5/24) and Celebrate Pine Grove. (9/12) We 
can discuss our involvement at our April 2nd General 
Meeting. 
 
Let me know if you have ideas on planning for the June 
18th end-of-year Dinner and Installation of 2025-26 
Officers / Board / Committee.  
 

~ Lion Gail 

UPCOUNTRY 88 CLUB CALENDAR 
Check out our Google Calendar - CLICK HERE 

April 2: GENERAL MEETING – In person and on Zoom  – 
Guest Speaker? YOU? 
April 14: 4-A1 Member Orientation – 6:30pm via ZOOM 
April 16: TASTEFUL Meet & Greet WITH GUEST SPEAKER –
Invite your friends! See REVISED FLIER 
April 22: Earth Day - LINK 
April 24-27: District 4-A1 Convention – Black Oak Resort 
& Casino – Let Lion Gail know if you’re going or have 
questions. WEBSITE - 6-page Registration Packet HERE 
April 26: Worldwide Induction Day (WWID) - LINK 
May 3: Pioneer Night Out (Not a Lions-related event) – 
but they are one of our Community Partners. See flyer in 
this newsletter.  
May 7: GENERAL MEETING – 6pm - in person and on 
Zoom – If you know of someone who wants to be our 
Guest Speaker, let Lion Gail know.  
May 7: Scholarship Awards Night - 6pm - Amador HS 
Gym. Lion Frank will present our two awards.  
May 18: TASTEFUL Meet & Greet at 2pm - DATE/TIME 
CHANGED – See REVISED FLIER 
May 23: Rebuild Clubs Team Meeting - Zoom – see link on 
District’s Calendar (Gail and Marie) 
May 24: Groovin’ in the Grove – 5-8pm – we can help 
them and have a booth – more details later - FLIER 
May 30-June 1: MD4 Joint Council of Governors - San Diego 
June 4: GENERAL MEETING with GUEST SPEAKER Kathryn 
Sharp – 5:30pm Social Time/Appetizers. 6:00pm Meeting  
June 7: Mokelumne Hill Lions’ Health Fair – FLIER 
June 18: INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS & DINNER  
June 25: Newsletter Deadline – send photos and articles 
to Gail for the Fall/July issue. 
July 13-17: 107th International Convention in Orlando FL  
September 12: Celebrate Pine Grove – Pine Grove Park – 
we can help them and have a booth – details later… 

 

CLUB MEETINGS:  1st Wednesdays at 6:00pm 
To join us online, email upcountry88lions@gmail.com 
beforehand and ask for the link. * For meetings with 

Guest Speakers, social time/appetizers start at 5:30pm  

SPRING 
2025 

Official Voice of Upcountry 88 Lions  

What's Doing? 

https://upcountry88lions.org/
mailto:upcountry88lions@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/upcountry88lions/
https://www.instagram.com/upcountry88lions/
https://upcountry88lions.org/newsletters/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=upcountry88lions%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FLos_Angeles
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83240643668%3Fpwd%3Dq8sbO6d6ppbYzf9uqofTK895qMt07K.1&sa=D&ust=1722017280000000&usg=AOvVaw17SLEeKJIIT6pidYWYOjhZ
https://district4a1lions.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/meet-greet-lions-april-may-2025.png
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-global-causes/environment
https://lions4-a1.org/whats-happening/convention-district-meetings/
https://lions4-a1.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-reservation-form.pdf
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/worldwide-induction-day
https://upcountry88lions.org/partners/
https://district4a1lions.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/meet-greet-lions-18may2025.png
https://lions4-a1.org/whats-happening/calendar/
https://pinegroveca.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/groovin_flyer2025_page-0001-fotor-20250226163018.jpg
https://md4lions.org/cog
https://district4a1lions.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/moke-hill-health-fair-07jun2025-.jpg
https://lionscon.lionsclubs.org/
mailto:upcountry88lions@gmail.com
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UPCOUNTRY 88 LIONS’ CHANGES 

 
NAME CHANGED: Through Lions International, we have 
changed our club’s name back to Upcountry 88 Lions 
Club – the way it was originally! It had been “Up Country” 
– two words. Also, there’s a new logo out there! 
MEETING TIMES CHANGED: We voted and approved to 
have only one meeting per month – on the first 
Wednesdays. We will keep our “spot” at the Community 
Room on the third Wednesdays for events like Meet & 
Greets, Board Meetings, and Installation Dinners, etc. Lion 
Larry will keep the McCann’s updated as to when we’ll be 
using it. 
DUES INCREASED: We voted to increase the dues for 
family members because the amount that stayed with our 
club was very small! So, the Couples in our club are only 
contributing $14 per year to cover the "Operations / 
Administration" account. Individual $ stays the same.  

Individual: $110/year or $55/half-year 
Family Plan: $200/year or $100/half-year 

NEWSLETTER CHANGES: Editions of your club’s 
newsletter will now be published four times a year: 
SUMMER – FALL – WINTER – SPRING. Deadlines will be 
June 25, September 25, December 25, and March 25.  
 

MARCH’S MEET & GREET UPDATE 

 
 

 
We had a fun time at our first Tasteful Meet & Greet. Lion 
(chef) Marie Mennell gave a great demonstration on ideas 
for healthy salads and salad dressings. She handed out 
copies of her favorite recipes. Those attending made 
comments that they learned a lot!  

 
Above photo: UC88 members (L to R) Brian, Doug, Larry, 
and Ernie (Frank is pictured with his St. Patrick’s Day hat 
below) were there to “meet and greet” the public and 
hopefully get new members! 

 
 

TASTEFUL MEET & GREET - APRIL 16 
 INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!!! 

Our next Meet/Greet is on Wednesday, April 16th at 
5:30pm. NIBBLES – Delicious and healthy – you will come 
back for more! Lion Marie will do a demonstration and 
share her tips. Suzy Mazrolle, MS, RDN - Sutter Amador 
Hospital's Registered Dietician Nutritionist will be our 
guest speaker with a discussion/ presentation regarding 
tips on carb counting, meal planning, and label reading. 
She'll discuss other tips for living with diabetes.  
Location: Pine Grove Mobile Home Estates' Clubhouse, 
14074 Irishtown Rd, Pine Grove CA.  
Thanks to Grocery Outlet, 9 N State Highway 49-88, 
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Jackson, for supplies.  
Bring used eyeglasses for recycling & soda/pull tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House.  

Learn what Lions do to support our community. 
UPCOUNTRY88LIONS.ORG - 209-304-3360 - 

upcountry88lions@gmail.com - FLIER 
 

TASTEFUL MEET & GREET - MAY 18  
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!!! 

May 18, 2025 at 2:00pm - DESSERTS - Mouth-watering, 
but won't break your diet! Marie will have a Hands-On 
Preparation and share her tips.  
Location: Pine Grove Mobile Home Estates' Clubhouse, 
14074 Irishtown Rd, Pine Grove CA.  
Thanks to Grocery Outlet, 9 N State Highway 49-88, 
Jackson, for supplies.  
Bring used eyeglasses for recycling & soda/pull tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House.  

Learn what Lions do to support our community. 
UPCOUNTRY88LIONS.ORG - 209-304-3360 - 

upcountry88lions@gmail.com - FLIER 
 

GUEST SPEAKER – JUNE 4TH  
On June 4, our General Meeting’s Guest Speaker will be 
Kathryn Sharp, PPS, MS, Elementary School Counselor. 
She will turn in the pull tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
that Pine Grove’s and Pioneer’s elementary schools have 
collected, and give us a recap of their Safe School 
Ambassadors year that will include photos.  
 

UPCOUNTRY 88 LIONS’ 
STUDENT SPEAKERS CONTESTS 

https://md4lions.org/studentspeakers 

 
Angela J (center) won our club’s Student Speakers Contest 
on 2/5/2025. Skylar G (left) and Adriana M (right) also 
presented their speeches.  

 
Our judges were (L to R) Jeff Brown - Amador County 
District 3 Supervisor, Walt Adams - previous judge and 
community member, and Leigh Rica - Community Partner 
with Pine Grove Civic Improvement Club. 
Thank you them and to Mike Spinetta from 
AmadorHighDrama, and everyone who helped with this 
important annual contest.    
 

MOUNTAIN ZONE 1’s 
STUDENT SPEAKERS CONTESTS 

 
In the Mountain Zone 1 Student Speakers Contest, 
winner Caton S (left) was sponsored by Jackson Lions, and 
competed in the Region contest in Sonora. Madison F 
(center) was sponsored by Sutter Creek Lions, and Angela 
J (right) was sponsored by Upcountry 88 Lions. I will be 
doing a press release on these two events. More photos 
of the Mountain Zone 1 Contest can be found on Amador 
Drama's 2/21/2025 Facebook post.  

 
Thank you to the judges: Gary Redman - Amador County 
Sheriff, Marcelle Montes - Pine Grove School, Elizabeth 
Ison - Knight Foundry Board, and Alternate Judge Janet 
Kendig (not pictured).   

mailto:upcountry88lions@gmail.com
https://district4a1lions.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/meet-greet-lions-april-may-2025.png
mailto:upcountry88lions@gmail.com
https://district4a1lions.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/meet-greet-lions-18may2025.png
https://md4lions.org/studentspeakers
https://www.facebook.com/amadorhighdrama
https://www.facebook.com/amadorhighdrama
https://www.facebook.com/amadorhighdrama
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LIONS CLUBS IN CAMBODIA 
 

 
 

 
This plaque is in Kampong Pluk Community, Cambodia. 
Omar, a friend of Marie’s, remembered she was also a 
Lion. He was kind enough to take this picture and send it 
to her. He was the photographer on the Macau's Lion 
pictures posted in last month’s newsletter. 
 

SUTTER CREEK LIONS’ BLOOD DRIVES 
At our March 21st Blood Drive, we collected 31 pints of 
blood. We also registered three first time donors! 
Remember – Each time you donate blood with Vitaltant, 
there is some additional health information you can view 
when you log into your account. Click on the “Wellness” 
tab and enter a date range. You can go back several years 
to see your data. In addition to the information that is 
listed on your sheet that day, you will find cholesterol, 
pulse rate, and temperature. And be sure to check what 
rewards are available to you. 
SAVE THE DATE – Sutter Creek Lions next blood drive will 
be September 12, 2025. Thank you for donating at one of 
our drives. ~ Nancy Champlin 
 

EYE CARE & HEARING ASSISTANCE 
EYE CARE: If you need eye surgery, instructions are 

available on the Lions Eye Foundation – CA/NV’s 
website: http://www.lionseyeca-nv.org/-patient-
referral.html or call 1-415-600-3950.  
HEARING ASSISTANCE: Instructions are on Ear of the 
Lion’s website: http://earofthelion.org/ or call 1-800-327-
8077.  
CONTACT: If you know of someone in the upcountry area 
who needs vision or hearing assistance & cannot afford it, 
contact a Board Member or email 
upcountry88lions@gmail.com. 
 

CHECK OUT YOUR  
DISTRICT 4-A1 NEWSLETTER  

https://lions4-a1.org/whats-happening/newsletters/ 
 

DISTRICT 4-A1 CALENDAR LINK 
* * * * * 

CALIFORNIA MD4 CALENDAR LINK 
* * * * * 

INT’L LIONS CALENDAR LINK 
 

RECYCLE AND HELP OTHERS 

 
They don’t accept single lenses or glasses cases anymore. 

http://www.lionseyeca-nv.org/-patient-referral.html
http://www.lionseyeca-nv.org/-patient-referral.html
http://earofthelion.org/
mailto:upcountry88lions@gmail.com
https://lions4-a1.org/whats-happening/newsletters/
https://lions4-a1.org/whats-happening/calendar/
https://md4lions.org/
https://lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/lions-events-calendar
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PULL/POP/SODA TABS 

 
 

  
We collect pull tabs (not the whole aluminum can) from 
sodas, soup, etc. Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Northern California collects these tabs to recycle and put 
the proceeds toward their Adopt-A-Family Program. This 
program helps subsidize the cost of families staying at the 
Sacramento Ronald McDonald House. The House provides 
temporary, affordable housing to families while their child 
is undergoing treatment at a Sacramento-area hospital. 
https://rmhcnc.org/get-involved/pop-tab-program/ 
Check out our District 4-A1’s WEBSITE: https://lions4-
a1.org/district-projects/projects-more/pull-tabs-ronald-
mcdonald-house/ 
Turn them in to a member of our Upcountry 88 Lions Club 
or bring to one of our meetings/events. 
 

2024-2025 BOARD & CHAIRS 
 

Club President/GAT Gail C 

1st Vice President/GLT Open 

2nd Vice President/GLT Lynn M 

Treasurer Frank A 

Secretary Brian C 

Service Chair/GST Terry V 

Membership Chair/GMT Nancy V 

2-Year Director Larry R 

2-Year Director Pat M 

Marketing Chair Gail C 

Immediate Past President Gail C 

Club Administrator Gail C 

Student Scholarships Chair Nancy V 

Guest Speakers Chair  Open 

Vision Care Chair/Eyeglasses Collection Pat M 

Student Speakers Contest Chair Terry V 

Newsletter Editor, Website & Social 
Media Administrator 

Gail C 

LCIF Chair Gail C 

 

2025-2026 CHAIRPERSONS NEEDED 
Let Lion/President Gail  know if you'd like any of these 
positions - NOTE: you can have more than one position! 

✓ Fundraisers – Bowl-A-Thon (Summer 
2025) - Omelet/Meat Dinners (Fall 2025? 
Spring 2026?)  

✓ Historian/Club’s History  
✓ Lion Tamer (see description below) 
✓ Pull Tabs Collection & Delivery Chair  
✓ Program Coordinator & Special Events  
✓ Project Thanks (Food Bank) Chair  
✓ School Scholarships Chair – Spring 2026  
✓ Student Speakers Contest Chair  
✓ Vision Assistance - Eyeglasses Collection 

& Delivery – Pat ?  
✓ White Cane Safety Days Chair  
✓ Tail Twister (see description below)  

 
From our Constitution/Bylaws: 

 
Section 4. LION TAMER (Optional). The Lion tamer shall 
have charge of and be responsible for the property and 
paraphernalia of the club, including flags, banners, gong, 
gavel. They shall put each in its proper place before each 
meeting and return the same to the proper storage area 
after each meeting. They shall act as sergeant-at-arms at 
meetings, see that those present are properly seated, and 
distribute bulletins, favors and literature as required at 
club and board meetings. They shall give special attention 
to assure that each new member sits with a different 
group at each meeting so that they can become better 
acquainted. 
 
Section 5. TAIL TWISTER (Optional). They shall promote 
harmony, good fellowship, life and enthusiasm in the 
meetings through appropriate stunts and games and the 
judicious imposition of fines on club members. There 
shall be no ruling from their decision in imposing a fine, 
provided, however, that no fine shall exceed an amount 
fixed by the board of directors of this club, and no 
member shall be fined more than twice at any one 
meeting. The tail twister (optional) may not be fined 
except by the unanimous vote of all members present. All 
monies collected by the tail twister (optional) shall be 
immediately turned over to the treasurer and a receipt be 
given. 
  

https://rmhcnc.org/get-involved/pop-tab-program/
https://lions4-a1.org/district-projects/projects-more/pull-tabs-ronald-mcdonald-house/
https://lions4-a1.org/district-projects/projects-more/pull-tabs-ronald-mcdonald-house/
https://lions4-a1.org/district-projects/projects-more/pull-tabs-ronald-mcdonald-house/
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_MnleNbBLySF0.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_kdhGH0UogA30.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_kdhGH0UogA30.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_kR7mDWjeWfW3.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_fmAmPQ6hvp73.jpg.pdf?v=1
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PIONEER NIGHT OUT – MAY 3 
 

This is not a Lions-event – but they are one of our COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS. -  https://upcountry88lions.org/partners/  
 

DOWNLOAD THE 6-PAGE REGISTRATION PACKET HERE 

https://upcountry88lions.org/partners/
https://lions4-a1.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-reservation-form.pdf
https://lions4-a1.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-reservation-form.pdf
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https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/v2/resource/download/79863797%20

